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Introduction

§1. The Swedish laws entitle students to exert influence over the courses and study programmes at higher education
institutions (Sec 4a of Chapter 1)'. THS is the student union of KTH. Itappoints student union representatives at different
boards of KTH where courses and study programmes are discussed (Sec. 7)”. Through the PM for Impact-Work®, THS has
delegated the PhD Chapter to appoint representatives to boards/forums where doctoral issues are discussed. The
representatives appointed by the PhD Chapter in these central forums are entitled to a prolongation to the doctoral-studies
time through the relevant laws (see chapter 5)* and the KTH Rector’s decision’. The rector has delegated THS to use up to
two full time doctoral student positions for these representations. This costs KTH roughly around 2Mn SEK.

§2. KTH’s central boards are composed of student representatives, faculty representatives, trade union representatives and
external representatives. Among these the trade union representatives (e.g. SACO-S, ST, SULF etc.) do not have voting rights
whereas the student representatives have voting rights. Any objection of student representatives, like any other present in the
meeting, is entitled to be minuted in these forums irrespective of the decision.

§2.a. The position taken by any doctoral student representative on a doctoral education question, is indeed the position of
the PhD Chapter and also the position of the students. The PhD Chapter’s top decision-making body is the PhD Chapter
meeting, all decisions taken in the PhD Chapter meeting are bound to be implemented by the PhD Chapter board and
representatives appointed by them (see 3.6.c)".

Aim of this motion

§3. This motion deals on a purely student-union charter thatis to influence the study programs.

§4. This motion aims to establish education policy of the PhD chapter on doctoral programs thatis te déisallow inclusion of
intermediary, pre-dissertation examination system in Doctoral Programs/ Subject Study-Programs

§4.a. If this motion is passed by this chapter meeting, then the demand laid in the motion shall become the position of the
PhD chapter, and thereby the position of the doctoral student representatives appointed by the Chapter at various forums of
KTH.

§5. The final decision on an educational policy is of course based on the decisions of the KTH forums, but due to the
presence of student representatives (upto 3 in total) in all the relevant forums, any decision made by these forums about

! https://www.uhr.se/en/start/laws-and-requlations/Laws-and-regulations/The-Swedish-Higher-Education-Act/

2 https://www.uhr.se/en/start/laws-and-regulations/Laws-and-regulations/ordinance-on-students-unions-2009769
3 PM fér Paverkansarbete https:/cdn.thskth.se/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/pm-fr-pverkansarbete .pdf
4 https://www.uhr.se/en/start/laws-and-regulations/Laws-and-regulations/The-Higher-Education-Ordinance/#chapter5
5 https://www.dr.kth.se/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2018/03/Dnr\V-2016-0451.pdf

5 https://www .dr.kth.se/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2019/12/Dr2019-CM-01_0003-Statutes.pdf
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doctoral student study programs should ideally be in reflection to the position of the doctoral student representatives. If not,
the doctoral student representatives are entitled to get the meeting to minute the disagreements and raise it subsequently.

Adpverse effects of including intermediary examination

in doctoral programs

§6. The education and examination of doctoral students is governed with respect to the general/subject study programme.
The general/subject study programme #s applicable to all doctoral students irrespective of the status meaning
industrial, scholarship, fellowship, fully employed, part-time etc. These doctoral programs derive the examination
requirements from the Qualifications Ordinance described in the Higher Education Ordinance (1993:100)" which is a
national law of Sweden and states the qualifications requirements of doctoral education. KTH has several doctoral programs
and subject programs.

Case against general examinations

§7. In the 2021 book titled, “The New PhD: How to Build a Better Graduate Education” published by Johns Hopkins
University Press, two experts on graduate education Leonard Cassuto and Robert Weisbuch make a case against general
intermediary examinations. The book boldly argues that “the typical (general) exam forms move of a time-consuming
barricade before the dissertation than a bridge to it”. The book also reports that many graduate programs in the US
universities have now begun to substitute the intermediary general examination system with an informal professional
portfolio. These could contain: a CV, all seminar papers, any published works, and a 15-20 page professional essay explaining
why the student selected his major field. Further, the book documents evidence and new proposals which suggest universities
moving away from general intermediary examinations. In fact, in the book a suggestion to decrease doctoral time includes

streamlining or removing pre-dissertation (intermediary) examinations.

Becomes a norm for Industrial PhD Students

§8. KTH has plans to double the number of industrial PhD Students.® It must be stressed that appearing for 2-3 intermediary
pre-dissertation examinations would be highly detrimental for the industrial PhD students. Further, it must also be noted
that the PhD chapter has a mandate to represent all doctoral students irrespective of the status: industrial, scholarship
fellowship, fully employed, part-time etc. or even the ones without the union membership’. Hence, any policy that the PhD
chapter advocates must have a commitment to all doctoral students.

Unhealthy work-environment related consequences

7 https://www.uhr.se/en/start/laws-and-regulations/Laws-and-regulations/The-Higher-Education-Ordinance/
8 https://intra.kth.se/eecs/aktuellt-pa-eecs/nyheter/mot-sonja-berlijn-ny-skolchef-pa-eecs-1.1038231
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